[Pulmonary embolism in esophageal cancer patients receiving neoadjuvant chemotherapy with CDDP and 5-FU].
We report our experience with 2 male patients (71 and 74 years old, respectively) with advanced esophageal cancer who exhibited pulmonary embolism during treatment with neoadjuvant chemotherapy with cisplatin (CDDP) and 5-fluorouracil (5- FU). The patients had no symptoms associated with pulmonary embolism. The pulmonary emboli were incidentally detected on computed tomography performed to assess the effect of chemotherapy. It was found that the pulmonary emboli were associated with the central venous catheter-associated thrombi. The pulmonary emboli were effectively treated with heparin in both patients. A recent meta-analysis showed that the risk of chemotherapy-associated venous thromboembolism was increased by 1.67-fold when CDDP was included in the chemotherapy regimen. The increased risk was proposed to be associated with CDDP-mediated endothelial cell injury, platelet activation, increased levels of coagulation factors, or renal damage. The pulmonary embolism in our cases may be ascribed to the central venous catheterization and the treatment with CDDP. A possible occurrence of venous thromboembolism should be kept in mind when CDDP is used, particularly with central venous catheterization, for the treatment of esophageal cancer.